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What God Looks Like

It may be that you have heard or read the story I'm about to share with you. The version | know sets
it during a particular class in Vacation Bible School, when the first-graders were asked to draw a picture
of anything or anyone they chose. Fifteen minutes would be devoted to what the children called their
“drawing time.”

After a couple minutes, Jessica turned to little Rachel, who sat next to her, and asked, “What are
you going to draw?” Rachel replied, “I'm drawing a picture of God.”

“Aw—nobody knows what God looks like!” Jessica retorted.

Little Rachel couldn't quite agree. After biting her pencil a moment, she replied with sudden
determination: “They will when I'M through!”

We don't know what Rachel finally put on her paper, but it might be said that she had a good idea in
her heart. She was determined that when she was through, the children around her would have a better
idea what God is like.

When you really think about it, isn't that the purpose of Christian life—to show the people around us
what God is like? And what does that say about the way we treat others? Think about that for just a
moment: Based on the way we as disciples of Christ behave, what would someone think God is like?

St. Paul wrote of us as being letters of Christ, “written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living
God; not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts” (2 Corinthians 3:3). One purpose of our
being in this world is to show people, by word and deed, what God is like.

At His ascension (Ascension Day is May 13t!) Jesus said to His disciples, “..go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very
end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).

We have an important responsibility, don't we?cémmunicate the vital facts of divine
revelation: that God is holy, just, and righteous#-lalso merciful, kind, and gracious
through Jesus Christ, His Son—crucified, dead amted, but also risen and ascended into
heaven, where He rules all things for the good wf people and for the extension of His
kingdom. In many ways people all too often expeareethe fact that they're inadequate on
their own—that’s life in a sinful world. The questi is, where do they experience mercy,
kindness, and grace through Jesus Christ if nautfir those who are called to be His
disciples and make other disciples in His name?

We may not have little Rachel's pencil in our hamat we do have a life in our hands.
And with that life we are to show the world “whabé&is like” so that other lives may be
linked to His for eternity. Think about it—and hav@eace!

In Jesus’ name,
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making memories with those you love, especially Immanuel Family Life Center ,
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Come as you are and eat out before going to Lawn
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